
GREATER VALLEY FORGE RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK 
CLUB, INC. APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Revised April 2024 

Name 1 ________________________________________  Name 2 _________________________________________ 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City ________________________________________State _____ Zip ______________ Phone (_____) ____________ 
Email 1 _________________________________________ Email 2 _________________________________________ 
Occupation 1 ____________________________________Occupation 2 ______________________________________ 
__ Breeder  __ Exhibitor __ Interested Dog Owner 
Kennel Name (if any)  ________________________________________________ 
Ridgebacks Owned: 
Registered Name: 
__________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________  

Call Name: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

List Kennel Club or Breed Club affiliations: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
I wish to join the Greater Valley Forge Rhodesian Ridgeback Club, Inc. because: _________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I wish to apply for (select one):  ____ Family Membership ($25.00)  ____ Single Membership ($15.00)  ____ Friends of GVFRRC ($12.00) 

I agree to abide by the rules of the American Kennel Club and the Constitution and By-Laws of the Greater Valley Forge 
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club, Inc.  I have read a copy of the Club’s Code of Ethics, and agree to abide by the same.  I am 18 years 
or older and am in good standing with the American Kennel Club.

 Date ____________ Signature(s) _____________________________________________________________________

DUES MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION:  Checks should be made payable to “GVFRRC”.  Dues are payable annually and memberships run 
from January 1 to December 31.  Renewal notices are mailed in November.  New members making application after July 1 pay ½ of the full year dues 
shown below.  Approval of applicants for membership must be by ¾ of the members present and voting at a general meeting of the club. Non-Voting 
“Friends of GVFRRC” memberships, who  receive the club mailings, do not require attendance at prior events and need only one voting sponsor. 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SPONSORS:  Persons making application for either individual or family (voting) membership to GVFRRC must be 
sponsored by two Sponsors. Sponsors must be voting members in good standing (and can not be from the same voting family).

Date __________ Signature #1  ____________________________ Date __________ Signature #2  ____________________________

Completed applications, signed by both the applicant (s) and the sponsors, and accompanied by payment for the current year’s dues (see 
above), should be submitted to the Corresponding Secretary (address below) or other officer:

INTERESTS 
___ Conformation 
___ Obedience 
___ Lure Coursing 
___ Agility 
___ Tracking 
___ Herding 
___ Rescue 
___ Therapy 
___ Other (describe): 
__________________ 
__________________ 

COMMITTEES 
Check a committee (s)  where you will assist.  If a family 
membership use 1 and/or 2 to indicate the member (s):
 ___ Audit 
___ Awards 
___ Bylaws  (Also Policy & Procedures Manual) 
___ Conformation (Supported Shows incl Regional Specialty) 
___ Performance (Lure Coursing, Obedience, Agility, Herding) 
___ Programs 
___ Property/Ways & Means 
___ Web Site 

EVENTS 
Check an event (s) where you will assist. If a 
family membership use 1 and/or 2 to Indicate 
the member (s): 
___ Sanction B Match — Feb-March 
___ Lure Coursing Trial — April 
___ Regional Specialty — May 
___ FAST CAT — June 
___ Lure Coursing Trial — Sept.
___ Regional Specialty — Dec.
___ Member Fun Day / Annual Party 

MAIL TO: Katherine Maselli - 586 President St, 6B, Brooklyn, NY 11215
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CODE OF ETHICS 
This Code of Ethics is presented as a guide for members whose foremost aims should be the welfare and improvement of the breed. 
The purpose of these guidelines is to set forth minimum principles of practice to which the Greater Valley Forge Rhodesian Ridgeback 
Club, Inc.(GVFRRC) would have its members adhere as they strive to accomplish the goals and purposes set forth in the 
constitution and bylaws of GVFRRC. These guidelines are presented with the realization that ethics are difficult to regulate and that 
most individuals desire and intend to do what is right. Education and communication are the preferred methods of obtaining 
compliance to this code; however, flagrant, serious and/or repeated disregard of this code may result in charges. When in doubt of 
any of the following points, an ethical owner is encouraged to consult with authorities such as experienced, reputable breeders or the 
Ethics Committee. 

I. HEALTH
1  All dogs shall be kept in a clean, healthy, and safe environment. 
2. Dogs will be provided with all socialization, vaccinations, worming, and anti-parasite treatments necessary to provide

maximum mental and physical well being.
3. When a Ridgeback must be euthanized the procedure should be humanely performed.
II. BREEDING
1. A breeder’s aim and foremost responsibility shall be to produce the healthiest and best representatives of the breed

possible.
2. Each litter shall be the result of conscientious planning, including consideration of health, soundness, temperament,

and conformity to the official standard of the breed.
3. Only healthy, mature adult dogs shall be used in a breeding program. Additional precautions, including a veterinarian

consultation, should be taken when breeding a bitch over seven (7) years and under 18 months of age.
4. Only dogs screened and certified clear of hip dysplasia shall be bred. Breeders are encouraged to screen for all

appropriate hereditary disorders.
5. Only purebred, American Kennel Club (AKC) [or equivalent] registered Rhodesian Ridgebacks shall be used for

breeding.
6. Stud dog owners shall adhere to these guidelines and ensure that the litter owner is aware of, and agrees to abide by,

this Code of Ethics.
Ill. SALES 
1. Breeders must be particularly concerned with the proper placement of puppies, both pet and show potential. Puppies

should not be displayed in public places for the sole purpose of immediate sale.
2. Breeders shall urge purchasers to spay or neuter any dog which is not considered breedable quality and make use of

limited registrations where appropriate. If puppies with serious defects or faults (dermoid sinus, ridgelessness) are
sold rather than culled, the breeder must take the extra responsibility to see that the dog is spayed or neutered.
Dermoid surgery should be performed prior to placing the pup in a new home.

3. Members will not knowingly furnish puppies or adult dogs for wholesale, pet shops, or dispose of them as “Give away”
prizes; neither will they sell puppies to nor breed to dogs owned by those whom they have reason to believe may do
so.

4. Members will not dispose of dogs or puppies by giving them to the local animal shelter, pound, humane society or any
organization of that type.

5. Registration papers or a bill of sale stating sire, dam, and date of birth shall accompany puppies as they go to new
homes.

6. Breeders shall furnish the buyer with written details on feeding, dates of inoculations, worming, and general care of
the dog.

7. Responsibility of the breeder does not stop with the sale. The breeder should be available for consultation and to
assist in the placement of any dog sold by the breeder if such need arises.

IV. REGISTRATION AND RECORDS
1. All members shall keep complete and accurate records of individual dogs, breedings, litters, pedigrees, and puppy

sales as required by the AKC, and abide by the AKC rules and regulations.
V. EXHlBlTION
1. Members shall abide by the rules and regulations of the AKC (or the rules of the Club under which the event is heId),

and exhibit in the spirit of good sportsmanship.
2. Hotels and show grounds shall be treated with respect and left in a clean condition.
3. Consideration of other guests in the hotel is imperative and dogs creating a disturbance are to be attended to

immediately and precautions taken to see that it does not happen again.
4. A member does not engage in false or misleading statements regarding a judge, exhibitor, fellow member, another

dog, or misrepresentation of their own dogs.
5. Alleged misconduct should be objectively and calmly presented to the proper representative of this Club or the AKC

when appropriate.
Members shall do all within their power to uphold. promote, and protect the interests of the breed by conducting 

themselves in a manner reflecting credit on the Club, its members, their dogs and the dog world in general. 
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